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ANNA RITA GIOVAGNOLI 
 
Anna Rita Giovagnoli received her M.D. degree at the University of Ancona, in which she completed her 
neurology training. She received her post-doctoral degree in Neurology at the University of Ancona, the post-
doctoral degree in Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation at the University of Milano, the European Ph.D. degree 
in Applied Neurosciences at the University of Siena, and the degree in Management of Complex Hospital Units 
at the IREF course of Milano. Since 1989, she is staff neurologist at the Fondazione IRCCS Carlo Besta of 
Milano and is actually Chief Responsible of the Neuropsychology Deparmental Laboratory (Department of 
Clinical Neurosciences). She is associate editor and referee for scientific journals, holds courses, symposia 
and lectures on cognitive and behavioral neurology at international meetings, collaborates with the 
neuropsychology groups of the International League against Epilepsy, and is member of international scientific 
associations. For many years, her diagnostic activity has been involving the cognitive disorders of adult 
patients and is mainly applied in epilepsy, dementia, brain tumors, vascular and metabolic brain disorders, and 
genetic ataxia. Her main actual research interests are social cognition, theory of mind, episodic and semantic 
memory, progressive aphasia, 
executive dysfunctions, and visual agnosia, which are particularly investigated in drug-resistant temporal lobe 
epilepsy, degenerative dementia, and vascular encephalopathies. Her curriculum vitae is summarized into the 
following points. 
 
Education and Degrees 
M.D. (with distinction), University of Ancona, 1981. 
Post-doctoral Fellow in Neurology, University of Ancona, 1981. 
Post-doctoral Degree in Neurology, University of Ancona, 1985. 
Post-doctoral Degree in Rehabilitation, University of Milan, 1989. 
European PhD in Applied Neurosciences, University of Siena, 2008. 
Post-PhD Thesis, University of Porto (Portugal), 2008-pres. 
Managerial Course Degree in Complex Hospital Units Direction, 2008. 
 
Present position 
Neurologist, Fondazione IRCCS Carlo Besta, Milano. 
Chief Responsible of the Neuropsychology Laboratory, Department of Clinical Neurosciences, Fondazione 
IRCCS Carlo Besta, Milano  
Responsible of research projects in Cognitive Neurology, Neuropsychology, and Quality of life, 1997-pres. 
 
Editorial positions 
Consultant/reviewer to Alzheimer Disease & Associated Disorders, Brain and Language, Epilepsia, Epilepsy & 
Behavior, Epilepsy Research, European Journal of Neurology, Neurological Sciences, Neuroscience & 
Behavioural Reviews, Therapeutic Advances in Neurological Disorders, Journal of Alzheimer disease, Neuro-
Oncology, Journal of Psychosomatic Research, 1995-pres. 
Associate Editor to Journal of Alzheimer Disease, 2009-pres., Psycho-Oncology 2011-pres., International 
Journal of Clinical and Health Psychology 210-pres., Health and Quality of Life Outcomes Research 2009-
pres. 
 
University Teaching Responsibilities 
Supervisor of Post-Doctoral and Pre-Doctoral Fellowships/Practicums in Neuropsychology for the University of 
Milano-Bicocca, Psychology, S. Raffaele Univeristy, and Catholic University, at the Carlo Besta Neurological 
Institute, Milano, Italy, 2004-pres. 
Teacher and Supervisor for Doctoral Fellowships/practicum in Biomedical Sciences (Music Therapy and 
Cognitive Rehailitation) for the University of Ferrara, 2011-pres. 
Lecturer in Cognitive Disorders and Neuropsychology, Pharmacological Department University of Milano, and 
Faculty of Psychology, University of Milano. 



Lecturer in Neuropsychology, Masters in Epilepsy, International School of Neurological Sciences in Venice. 
Lecturer in Cognitive and Behavioral aspects, School of Neuro-Oncology, International School of Neurological 
Sciences in Venice. 
Lecturer in Cognitive Disorders and Neuropsychology, Neurological Department, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Milano. 
Lecturer in Neuropsychology, Course in Anestesiology, 2007 and 2008.  
Organizers of credited courses and international symposia in Cognitive Neurology and Neuropsychology, 
2006-pres.   
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sporadic amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.  In: Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Cosi V., Kato  A.C., Parlette 
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10. L Provinciali, AR Giovagnoli, P Di Bella, M Baroni, R Dell’Antonio.  

A therapeutic trial of thymic factor in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Adv Exp Med Biol 

1987;209:293-6. 

11. MA Laurenzi, L Provinciali, AR Giovagnoli, V Busco Bocchini, L Paris, F Chiodi.  

Detecting immunoglobulin abnormalities in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF): which methods are best for 
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17. A.R. Giovagnoli, L Strada, B Pollo, A Boiardi. Gliomatosis cerebri. Report of a case with isolated 
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brain tumors. It  J  Neurol Sci 15:481-488, 1994 
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      and delayed recall in patients with temporal  lobe epilepsy. Epilepsia 36:704-711, 1995.   
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neuropsychology: a case study. It J Neurol Sci  16: 264, 1995. 
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       Neuro-Oncol 30:71-80, 1996.     
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           L Gallosti (eds), New Magazine Edizioni, pp 281-288, 1999. 
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      40:904-911, 1999.  
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      bilateral hippocampal damage. Clin Neuropsychol, 15: 508-515,  2001. 
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Organization of international symposia and presentation 

1. Giovagnoli AR. Organization Symposium “Theory of mind: facets and mechanisms of impairment”, 

speaker Givagnoli AR, Corcoran R, Broicher S, Renier R, Raglio A, Congresso of the International 

Society of Neuropsychology, Kracow, Luglio 2010. 

2. Giovagnoli AR. Organization Symposium “Emotional and social cognitive competence in epilepsy”, 

speaker Giovagnoli AR, Meletti S, Benuzzi F, European Congresso of the Neuropsychological 

Societies, Amsterdam, Settembre 2010. 

3. Giovagnoli AR, Riva A, Villani F, D’incerti L, Avanzini G. Invited Presentation “Understanding others’ 

mental states and epilepsy”. International congress on epilepsy brain and mind. Praga, Marzo 2010. 

4. Giovagnoli AR. Invited Presentation “Understanding others’ mental states in frontal and temporal lobe 

epilepsy”. 4th Baltic Sea Summer School on Epilepsy (BSSSE 4), Granavollen, Hadeland, Norway, 

June 2010. 

5. Giovagnoli AR. Invited Presentation “Theory of mind in epilepsy and behavioural implications”. 

Progress in epileptic disorders workshop. Neuropsychology and its role in the care of people with 

epilepsy. Toronto, Canada, Novembre 2010. 

6. Giovagnoli AR. Organization Symposium “Investigation of emotional and social cognitive dimensions 

in patients with epilepsy and non-pharmacological approaches to cognitive-behavioral problems. 

Speakers Giovagnoli AR, MelettiS, Maurusic P, Hessen E, Gramstad A, Farina E, Raglio A. Mid-Year 

Congress of the International Society of Neuropsychology, 2012. 
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