International Cooperation

in collaborative Research

International cooperation represents an important dimension of all research activities carried out in the Cooperation programme. International cooperation in the research actions in the Cooperation Programme is implemented in the following two ways:

− Through the opening up of research activities to researchers and research organisations from all International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC) and from industrialised countries. There is provision for the financing of the participation of research partners from the ICPC countries from the FP7 budget. In some of the topics included in the programme, the participation of particular countries is particularly welcomed, in areas of mutual interest, and this is clearly stated in the topic description. This participation may also be implemented in the form of coordinated or joint calls:

− Through specific international cooperation actions (SICA) in each Theme, which are dedicated to third countries in specific topics of mutual interest. Such SICA topics are clearly identified in each Theme. It should be noted that specific participation criteria apply to Collaborative Projects for such topics (participation of a minimum of two Member States or Associated countries plus two targeted countries). Unless specifically stated, there are no such specific participation criteria for Coordination and Support Actions targeted at ICPC countries. However, depending on the nature and the expected impact of these actions, the participation of third countries in the projects could be considered essential. Further information on these criteria is given in each Theme and also in the relevant Guide for Applicants. A list of the International Cooperation Partner Countries is given in Annex 1.

Health

International cooperation is an integral part of the Theme and project consortia in all areas are encouraged to include organisations from third countries19, especially from the International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC) (Annex 1) and from countries with Scientific and Technological cooperation agreements20 with the EU according to the participation rules. Funding will be provided to participants from the ICPCs, whereas funding for organisations from industrialised third countries may be provided on a case by case basis if considered essential for carrying out the project.

More specifically, international cooperation will be implemented via two mechanisms:

1. Opening of all activities of the Theme to international cooperation. Third country participation is particularly emphasised (enhanced international participation) in the areas addressing global health problems: Anti-microbial drug resistance, HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, and emerging epidemics, as well as in certain individual topics in the other areas of the Theme, as indicated in the text. 
2. Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA) which aim to generate, share and use knowledge through research partnerships with third countries in the areas identified through bi-regional dialogues with third countries/regions and international fora, on the basis of mutual interest and mutual benefit. Research areas may include: health policy research, health systems and health care service research, neglected infectious diseases and emerging unforeseen policy needs in those regions, as well as other topics of strategic importance. 
It is important to notice that Collaborative projects dedicated to SICA must involve at least two participants from two different Member States or Associated countries and at least two partners from two different ICPCs.
Countries with signed S&T agreements: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Chile, Egypt, India, Mexico, Morocco, Russia, South Africa, Tunisia, Ukraine and United States

List of Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA)

1st Call:
	TOPICS
	Targeted

Country/Region


	HEALTH-2007-2.3.3-8: Influenza research in collaboration with Asian partners (Small or medium-scale focused research projects).


	Asia


2nd Call:

	TOPICS
	Targeted

Country/Region


	HEALTH-2007-2.1.2-7: Traditional Chinese Medicine in post-genomic era.

(Coordination or Support Action).
	China



	HEALTH-2007-2.2.1-10: Childhood and adolescent mental disorders (Small

or medium-scale focused research projects).


	EECA22 and Western Balkans

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.2-12: Highly innovative research in HIV/AIDS, malaria

and tuberculosis between Indian and European partners (Small or mediumscale

focused research projects).


	India

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.2-13: Coordination of European research activities with

global initiatives, including Public-Private Partnerships (Coordination or

Support Action).


	ICPC

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.2-14: Next generation of researchers for HIV/AIDS,

malaria, tuberculosis and neglected infectious diseases (Coordination or

Support Action).


	ICPC

	HEALTH-2007-2.4.1-14: Studying cancer aetiology in Latin America (Small

or medium-scale focused research projects).


	Latin America

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.4-1: Development of new tools to control infectious due

to parasites of the Trypanosomatidae family (Small or medium-scale focused

research projects).


	ICPC

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.4-2: Development of a Leishmania vaccine (Small or

medium-scale focused research projects).


	ICPC

	HEALTH-2007-2.3.4-3: Bioprospecting for drug leads (Small or mediumscale

focused research projects).


	ICPC

	HEALTH-2007-3.5-1: Epidemiological investigations into long-term trends

of population health as consequence of socio-economic transitions, including

life-style induced health problems (Small or medium-scale focused research

projects).


	MPC23, Russia and EECA

	HEALTH-2007-3.5-2: Universal and equitable access to health care and

health financing (Small or medium-scale focused research projects).


	MPC, ACP24, Asia

and Latin America

	HEALTH-2007-3.5-3: Health care intervention research – optimising hospital

care (Small or medium-scale focused research projects).


	Western Balkans

	HEALTH-2007-3.5-4: Health care intervention research – improving prenatal

and maternal care (Small or medium-scale focused research projects).


	ACP and MPC


Food

List of Specific International Cooperation Actions and those relevant to international cooperation 
1) Specific International Co-operation Actions (SICA)
	Topic number
	Call
	Full Title
	Funding Scheme
	Third Countries (type/region and minimum number requested)

	KBBE-2007-1-2-01
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Annual Food crops with improved tolerance to multiple abiotic stresses
	Small collaborative project - SICA
	Mediterranean (2)

	KBBE-2007-1-2-11
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Improving research in support to scientific advice to fisheries management outside EU waters
	Coordination and support action -SICA
	ICPC (3)

	KBBE-2007-1-2-12
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Consolidate alliances with third countries in the field of aquaculture
	Coordination and support action -SICA
	ICPC (3)

	KBBE-2007-1-3-09
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Neglected zoonoses in developing countries: integrated approach for the improvement of their control in animals
	Large collaborative project - SICA
	ICPC (4)

	KBBE-2007-2-1-02
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Developing research tools for food consumer science in the Western Balkan Countries
	Small collaborative project - SICA
	Western Balkans (2)

	KBBE-2007-2-2-03
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Malnutrition in developing countries
	Large collaborative project - SICA
	ICPC (3), low-income and lower-middle-income countries

	KBBE-2007-2-5-05
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Reduce contamination by mycotoxins in the food and feed chain
	Large collaborative project - SICA
	ICPC (3)

	KBBE-2007-3-3-03
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Animal By-Products - Novel methods of treatment of animal by-products for the production of substances with biologically valuable functional properties
	Small collaborative project - SICA
	Russia (2)

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Improved agro-forestry systems for sustainable farming
	( - SICA)
	ICPC (with a special focus on the poorest countries)


	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Valorisation of Andean microbial biodiversity for agro-industry of basic crops, for environmental protection and as a source of novel bioactive compounds
	(SICA) 
	Latin America (Andean Region)

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Methodologies and tools to support the prevention of obesity in Mediterranean Partner Countries
	(SICA) 
	Mediterranean

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Linking with international databases on food composition and consumption
	(SICA) 
	ICPC

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Functional foods, natural products and bioactive compounds from the Black Sea region
	(SICA) 
	Black Sea Region

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Sweet Sorghum - Alternative energy crops for biofuel production in semi-arid and temperate regions
	(SICA) 
	Latin America and Africa

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Industrial Enzymes - Rational design of biocatalysts and enzyme systems with requested properties
	(SICA) 
	Russia

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Bagasses – Improved chemical and enzymatic treatments of bagasses from energy crops, for increased bio-fuels production yields
	(SICA) 
	Latin America and ACP

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Plants as Edible Vaccines
	(SICA) 
	Russia

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Network of Third Countries National Information Points
	(SICA) 
	ICPC and countries with EU bilateral agreements


2) Other topics with an important international co-operation dimension
	Topic number
	Call
	Full Title
	Funding Scheme
	Third Countries
(mentioned /encouraged)

	KBBE-2007-1-1-05
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Using new technologies to identify (re-) emerging pathogens from wildlife reservoirs
	Large collaborative project
	All Third Countries, including ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-02
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Genomics for cereal improvement for food, feed and non-food uses
	Large collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-06
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Developing new methods for valuing and marketing of currently no-marketable forest goods and services
	Small collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-07
	FP7-ERANET-2007-RTD
	Coordination of Agricultural Research in the Mediterranean
	Coordination and support action; ERA-NET
	Mediterranean

	KBBE-2007-1-2-09
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	From capture based to self-sustained aquaculture
	Small collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-13
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Mitigating adverse impacts of fisheries
	Small collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-14
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	The structure of fish populations and traceability of fish and fish products
	Small collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-2-15
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Reducing the utilisation of mineral fertilisers by improving the efficiency of nutrient use in European crops
	Large collaborative project
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-3-05
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Evaluating and controlling the risk of African Swine Fever in the EU
	Small collaborative project
	ICPC, Africa

	KBBE-2007-1-3-06
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Emerging vector-borne diseases, in particular: West Nile fever, Rift Valley Fever and Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever
	Coordination and support action
	Relevant Third Countries

	KBBE-2007-1-3-08
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Improved epidemiological tools for food-borne zoonoses: application of geographical information for live animals and animal products
	Network of excellence
	Leading third countries, in particular the USA

	KBBE-2007-1-4-01
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Developing the knowledge-based bio-economy
	Coordination and support action
	ICPC

	KBBE-2007-1-4-05
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Enlargement network - Agro-economic policy analysis of the accession and the candidate states and the Western Balkan countries
	Coordination and support action
	Western Balkans

	KBBE-2007-1-4-08
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Drivers and limits of enhanced trade in agriculture and food products
	Small collaborative project
	Third countries

	KBBE-2007-1-4-09
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Trade and agricultural policies - India
	Small collaborative project
	India

	KBBE-2007-1-4-10
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Containment of Sharka virus in view of EU-expansion
	Small collaborative project
	Western Balkans

	KBBE-2007-1-4-12
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Policy and institutional aspects of sustainable agriculture, forestry and rural development in the Mediterranean partner countries
	Small collaborative project
	Mediterranean

	KBBE-2007-1-4-21
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Interactions of fisheries and aquaculture of bluefin tuna (BFT)
	Coordination and support action
	Mediterranean

	KBBE-2007-2-5-04
	FP7-KBBE-2007-2A
	Sustainability of the food chain
	Network of Excellence
	Third countries, especially ICPC

	KBBE-2007-3-1-01
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Plant Cell Walls - Understanding Plant Cell Walls for optimising Biomass potential
	Large collaborative project
	USA

	KBBE-2007-3-1-03
	FP7-KBBE-2007-1
	Green oil – Plants providing oils of the future
	Large collaborative project
	USA, ICPC

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Developing vaccines for the control of roundworm infestation in extensive ruminant production systems
	to be communicated
	ICPC

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Development of a new generation vaccine for FMD
	to be communicated
	Third Countries

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Non-tariff barriers
	to be communicated
	Third countries (e.g. AR, AU, BR, CA, CN, IN, US, RU, NZ, JP)

	Indicative 2008
	Indicative 2008
	Assessment of impacts from climate change on food
	to be communicated
	Third Countries


Information and communication technologies (ICT)
The international cooperation activities proposed in this Work Programme have three main objectives:

– To improve cooperation in the development of standards and interoperable solutions and in roadmapping in order to enable the wider uptake of the results of European research and to improve the competitiveness of European industry. This will contribute to the achievement of economies of scale in the global context of technology exploitation. It will be implemented by supporting mainly Coordination and Support Actions bringing together European and international stakeholders. Depending on the areas addressed, they will target industrialised regions such as the USA and Japan and/or emerging economies such as China, Russia, India and Latin America. These Coordination and Support Actions will be called for within the relevant objectives and under horizontal support actions for international cooperation. Examples include the areas of future networks, security, networked media, nanoelectronics, photonics, control systems, ICT for co-operative transport systems, and ICT for independent living and inclusion.

– To improve scientific cooperation for the mutual benefits of Europe and target regions. This will be implemented with third countries where there is clear reciprocity in knowledge sharing and in the areas where there is value for European and third country organisations to cooperate. It will also help support other Community policies notably the development policy. Support will be provided to SICAs in the areas of 'ICT for risk assessment and patient safety' and 'ICT for environmental disaster reduction and management'. In addition international collaboration actions will be supported in the areas of Open Source Software, language and speech technologies and accessible and inclusive ICT. A total of up to 20 M€ is expected to be devoted to international cooperation activities. These are described in detail in the relevant objectives and in the horizontal action on International Cooperation. In addition, third country participation is particularly encouraged in collaborative projects on specific topics addressed in the objectives on Embedded Systems design, Future and Emerging Technologies (FET) and through the Intelligent Manufacturing Systems scheme.

– Finally support to activities linked to ICT-based research infrastructures: This will be done mainly in the FP7 Capacities programme but parts related for example to the future Internet are addressed in this Work Programme.
3.9 Horizontal support actions 
ICT-2007.9.1 Internationalcooperation CSA

ICT-2007.9.1 (ICT-2007.9.2)
In addition to specific international cooperation activities that are addressed in the relevant objectives within the 7 Challenges and FET, horizontal international cooperation actions will be supported under this objective.

Target outcome:

a) Identification and promotion of cooperation opportunities, support to policy dialogues Promotion of the EU ICT programme and identification of co-operation opportunities in fields of mutual interest by providing information in relevant countries and regions, increasing visibility of mutual RTD potential and networking relevant stakeholders.

Actions will also aim at networking existing co-operation projects in view of exploiting synergies, maximising impact and contributing to the definition of co-operation strategies.

Strengthened Information Society policy dialogues with main partners. Actions will in particular ensure a co-ordination with the international activities launched in the Capacities Specific Programme, notably the INCO-NET schemes, the development of S&T Co-operation Partnerships and the support to the co-ordination of national policies and activities on international S&T co-operation.

b) Development-related ICT research exploitation and cooperation roadmaps Specific International Collaboration Actions aimed at establishing development-related ICT research "cooperation roadmaps" identifying and federating initiatives at local, regional or global level. The actions should help network relevant research communities and may include the exploitation and adaptation of existing EU research results in these contexts. These actions will focus on specific issues faced by developing ICPCs and will seek the direct involvement of organisations from these countries. 

Funding schemes

CSA

Calls

FP7-ICT-2007-1 [6 M€]

FP7-ICT-2007-3
ICT Call 1 - 6 M€: 

a) 4 M€ with target regions ACP, Asia (excluding China) 

b) 2 M€ (each sub theme is expected to be covered by only one action) 

ICT Call 3

a) with target regions Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Western Balkan countries, Mediterranean Partner Countries, Latin America

Nanotechnologies
International Cooperation
The increasingly important international dimension of industrial research requires a well-coordinated approach to working with third countries and in international forums. International cooperation activities will therefore be an important issue across the Theme, where there is clear mutual benefit in terms of knowledge generation and market expansion. Specific actions may include: 

- activities with industrialised countries and those having signed an S&T cooperation agreement in the fields of NMP, that may be implemented via coordinated calls to address objectives of mutual interest; 

- specific initiatives to promote the participation in the NMP Theme of emerging economies and developing countries to secure their access to advanced knowledge. These initiatives will consist of technical workshops and similar events, in particular in the fields of materials sciences and nanomaterials, in order to identify topics of mutual interest for future coordinated calls and other initiatives for fostering cooperation. Initial contacts have been established with third countries such as China, India and Russia. 

- the Intelligent Manufacturing Systems (IMS) scheme, which allows RTD cooperation between the member regions of the IMS agreement2; 

- the development of internationally harmonised standards and nomenclature; 

- dialogue with major countries on a “code of conduct” for the responsible and safe development of nanotechnology. 

Initiatives to coordinate and exchange research data are encouraged (such as in the environmental, safety and health issues for nanotechnologies), paving the way for a common understanding of regulatory needs by policy makers across the world. 

Call Title: Theme 4 – NMP - Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies

Topics called
	Activity/ Area

	Topics called

	Funding Schemes


	Nanosciences and convergine sciences


	NMP-2007-1.1-3 Support to networking ICPC researchers in nanotechnology and creation of a free

and open electronic archive of nanosciences and

nanotechnologies scientific and technical publications
	Coordination and

support actions



Energy
All activities carried out in the Energy Theme are open to researchers and research institutions from third countries and strong efforts will be made to encourage them to seize this opportunity, in particular, countries from the International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC, see list of countries in Annex) and countries with whom the EU has a Scientific and Technological cooperation agreement.

Funding will be provided to participants from the ICPC countries.
Funding for organizations from other third countries may be provided on a case-by-case basis if considered necessary for carrying out the project.

More specifically, international cooperation will be implemented via two mechanisms:
(1) Opening of all activities of the Theme to international cooperation. The topics open for proposals will indicate whether there is a particular relevance or encouragement for the participation of third countries, providing guidance as to the targeted countries or regions.
(2) A series of “Specific International Cooperation Actions” (SICA) will be dedicated to international co-operation with partners from International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC). They will address, on the basis of mutual benefit, problems of shared interest and importance such as the environmental consequences of energy policies, energy supply inter-dependency, technology transfer and capacity building and will engage emerging economies with significant energy needs. These activities will have specific rules for participation and have criteria for evaluation which take into account the concept of SICA. See below. 
Where relevant, a particular attention will be paid to support strategically important bilateral agreements and dialogues, as well as multi-lateral co-operation initiatives, such as the International Partnership for the Hydrogen Economy (IPHE), the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF) and others.

Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA)
Topics for proposals for Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA) are incorporated into the activities and areas described in Chapter 5.2. 
Such opportunities, described in detail in the relevant sections, include: 

	TOPIC
	THEME

	ENERGY.2007.2.5.2
	Using CSP for water desalination (Mediterranean Partner Countries)


	ENERGY.2007.3.2.7
	Identifying research needs and technological opportunities for biofuels production in Latin America (Latin American Countries)


	ENERGY.2007.5&6.2.6:

	Support to international collaboration in zero emission power generation (China)

	ENERGY.2007.9.1.4:

	Energy technology transfer (emerging economies, EU Neighbouring and Developing Countries)


The total indicative budget for these actions in 2007 is expected to be of the order of 5 M€, out of the budget for the call FP7-ENERGY-2007-1-RTD. However, proposals will be in competition with the other proposals submitted to the relevant call and funding for any given topic is not guaranteed. 

Note that special participation rules apply to Specific International Cooperation Actions – these are explained in the topic description only when they are different from the normal participation rules. 
Environment

	Topic
	Theme

	ENV.2007.1.1.5.3. 

	Past and future climate change impacts in the Parana-Plata river basin of South America

	ENV.2007.1.2.2.3. 

	Health impacts of drought and desertification including related socio-economic aspects

	ENV.2007.1.3.3.1. 

	Assessing and managing volcanic threat

	ENV.2007.2.1.2.2. 

	River basin twinning initiatives as a tool to implement EU water initiatives

	ENV.2007.2.1.2.4. 

	Integrated resource management in international co-operation partner countries

	ENV.2007.2.1.3.1. 

	Geographical transect approach to desertification

	ENV.2007.2.1.4.3. 

	Biodiversity values, sustainable use and livelihoods

	ENV.2007.3.1.3.3. 
	Networking and preparatory action in view of developing cost-effective, environmentally-safe waste treatment technologies and services adapted to the needs of developing countries, within a targeted life cycle approach

	ENV.2007.4.1.4.1. 

	Georesource information system for Africa

	ENV.2007.4.1.4.2. 

	Improving observing systems for water resource management

	ENV.2007.4.1.4.3. 


	GEONETCast applications for developing countries

	ENV.2007.4.2.1.3. 


	Tools for impact assessment of environmental policies in international collaboration partner countries


Transport

International Co-operation
International Cooperation activities will be encouraged in the Transport theme based around the following lines of activities: 

- market attraction (for example global trade development and connecting networks and services at continental and intercontinental level); 

- opportunities to access and acquire science and technology that is complementary to the current European knowledge and of mutual benefit; 

- where Europe responds to global needs (for example climate change), contributes to international standards and global systems (for example applied logistics and satellite navigation infrastructure) or addresses third countries' regional issues on the basis of mutual interest and benefit. 

All activities will be open to researchers and research institutions from third countries4. In some areas of mutual interest, enhanced participation of certain third countries will be emphasised where relevant expertise, opportunities and common challenges are identified. In this respect, Eastern Europe and Central Asia (including Russia) and large emerging economies such as China, India, Brazil and South Africa are of special interest. Certain industrialised countries such as USA and Japan are identified for potential collaboration in certain topics. Mediterranean Partner Countries are addressed within a surface transport sub-theme. 

The International Cooperation activities will be embedded in the main calls. Coordination/Support Actions will be included to explore and stimulate further International Cooperation. The International Cooperation activities in this work programme will pave the way for Specific International Cooperation Actions in future work programmes. 

Socio economic sciences and humanities

International Cooperation
Enhanced International Cooperation is a key objective of the Seventh Framework Programme. The Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities Theme favours the participation of researchers and research institutions from third countries in proposals that are submitted under all Topics open under this Call. A number of Topics represent areas of significant potential mutual benefit and have been identified as particularly suitable for International Cooperation. 
These topics are: 

	Topic
	Theme


	SSH-2007-1.1.3

	The impact of internationalisation on Europe's research and innovation systems

	SSH-2007-1.2.1
	Globalisation and its interaction with the European economy


	SSH-2007-2.1.1

	Analysing, comparing and evaluating the various societal models in a medium- to long-term perspective

	SSH-2007-2.1.2

	The extent to which trade-offs or synergies exist between the different aspects of sustainable development

	SSH-2007-3.1.3
	Migration


	SSH-2007-3.3.1
	Cultural interactions and multiculturalism in European societies

	SSH-2007-4.1.1
	Europe's role in global economic governance


	SSH-2007-4.1.2

	Development paths in an historical and comparative perspective and their impact on Europe

	SSH-2007-4.2.1
	Conflicts and Peace


	SSH-2007-4.2.2
	Articulation of rule of law and protection of human rights at national, European and international levels


	SSH-2007-4.3.1
	Europe seen from outside


	SSH-2007-4.3.2
	Multilateralism and the new external relations of the European Union



In addition to this, support is possible for activities to develop partnerships between communities of scholars in relation to common challenges and opportunities, taking into account the broader strategic cooperation frameworks of the European Union (such as the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the New Neighbourhood Policy, the Asia-Europe Meeting process, etc) (See topic SSH-2007-8..2). 
SSH-2007-8.2 Horizontal measures to support internationalcooperation

Description

International co-operation actions for the development of partnerships between communities of scholars, research institutions and agencies in the EU countries and associated ones in the FP and other world regions are to be supported, especially in relation to common challenges and opportunities. These include horizontal measures such as strategic studies of research capacities and priorities, joint conferences and workshops, and joint summerschools, aiming to support current and future collaborative research endeavours.

Given the limited resources of this theme, it is not realistic to envisage projects promoting international cooperation with each and every third country. Priority will therefore be given to supporting cooperation at the regional level e.g. EU-Latin America, EU-South East Asia etc.

For countries such as China, India, Russia, the U.S., bilateral projects to stimulate cooperation with European SSH scholars can however be envisaged
Expected impact

Increasing international cooperation in research and better understanding of other regions,

cultures and their socio-economic and policy development
Funding schemes:

Coordination and Support Actions aiming at coordinating research activities and

policies

Coordination and Support Actions aiming at supporting research activities
Space
International Cooperation
In the context of International cooperation, a diversified approach is a key element in Europe’s space policy. Candidates for cooperation among other established or emerging space powers are the United States, Russia, Canada, People’s Republic of China, India, and Ukraine. The European Neighbourhood Policy covers relations with Eastern and Southern neighbours (i.e. Black and Caspian Sea region) and countries of North Africa and the Middle East (i.e. Mediterranean region). The use of space applications can contribute to their economic and social development and support environmental protection. 

International cooperation with third countries (ICPC)17 will be supported in view of expanding the use of earth observation data, and the corresponding data processing and management methods in third countries, and enhancing the relations with established space powers. 

In the framework of the European Development Policy space applications such as Earth observation or satellite communications have been recognized as a central tool to support Africa in its sustainable economic and social development.18 Furthermore, for GMES to become the main European contribution to the global 10-year implementation plan for the GEOSS, FP7 GMES projects will also provide opportunities for data exchange with international partners, in the area of environment monitoring (especially in areas such as global climate change), and will encourage the increased use of Earth observation, as well as the development of a system of worldwide observation systems. 
All projects conducted in the Theme Space are open for such participation of third parties under the normal participation rules, with the topics mentioned above being of particular interest for international participation. In order to enhance international participation further, a topical call may be considered at later stages, particularly to build on the achievements of FP6 projects dedicated to international cooperation. Specific cooperation actions dedicated to ICPC under the SICA participation rules19 are not foreseen. 
Security
All actions of the Security theme are in principle open to international co-operation to Industrialised countries as well as to ICPC13 countries. However, according to the Specific Programme, parts of the Work Programme can be restricted to EU and associated countries. Such restriction is not foreseen in the 2007 Work Programme. At this stage, it is also not foreseen to have any ‘specific international co-operation actions’ in the Security theme. 

People
The international dimension, as a fundamental component of human resources in research and development in Europe, will be addressed in terms of career development, as well as by strengthening and enriching international cooperation through researchers and attracting research talent to Europe. In line with the specific objectives and scope of the 'Marie Curie Actions' they will be open to third country researchers. 
For the following 'Marie Curie Actions': 
Initial Training Networks, Industry-Academia Pathways and Partnerships, and the possible reintegration phase of the Marie Curie International Incoming Fellowships, the participation of legal entities from third countries and of international organizations is foreseen under the conditions provided by the Rules for Participation. Specifically, legal entities established in an international co-operation partner country (ICPC) and international European interest organizations may participate in these actions on an equal basis with those from Member States and Associated countries and may receive a Community financial contribution funding.

In the case of a participating international organization other than an international European interest organization, or a legal entity established in a third country other than an ICPC country, a Community financial contribution may only be granted if their participation is essential for carrying out the project.

International dimension

The actions under this heading aiming at the international dimension of the European career development, notably the outgoing international fellowships and international reintegration grants, have been developed steadily during the Sixth Framework Programme.
Actions to strengthen international cooperation through researchers, warrants a significant boost in terms of attracting the best third country researchers to Europe. Therefore, a powerful impulsion will again be given to these actions in the work programme from 2007, alongside the intra-European mobility support. 
From 2008 onwards, a substantial new scheme for international collaboration on human resources, notably a partnership scheme focusing on staff exchange between several European research organizations and organizations from countries covered by the European Neighborhood policy6 as well as countries with which the Community has an S&T agreement7, will be proposed in addition to the other actions. 
Keeping European researchers in touch with the European research system will be developed in different world regions over the duration of the Programme. From 2008 onwards, the networking of third country researchers in Europe will be introduced. 
An overall budget share in the order of 25 to 30% would be reserved for actions under the international dimension, built up steadily over the period from a relatively modest level at the end of the Sixth Framework Programme.

4.2 Marie Curie Action: "International Incoming Fellowships" (IIF)

PEOPLE-2007-4-2-IIF

If the researcher originates from one of the International Cooperation Partner Countries (see Annex 1), the scheme may include provision to assist fellows to return to their country of origin, thus contributing to establish sustainable cooperation between these countries and European research organizations.

4.2.2. Technical content/scope

Projects and participants: The action provides financial support to individual research (“host organization”) in a Member State or an Associated country, as well as possibly a “return host organization” if the researcher’s country of origin is an International Cooperation Partner Country.
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