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2. FOOD SECURITY, SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, MARINE AND MARITIME 

RESEARCH AND THE BIO-ECONOMY 
 

 

2.3 Broad lines of activities 

 

(a) Sustainable agriculture and forestry 

The aim is to supply sufficient food, feed, biomass and other raw-materials, while 

safeguarding natural resources and enhancing ecosystems services, including coping with and 

mitigating climate change. The activities shall focus on more sustainable and productive 

agriculture and forestry systems which are both resource-efficient (including low-carbon) and 

resilient, while at the same time developing of services, concepts and policies for thriving 

rural livelihoods. 

 

(b) Sustainable and competitive agri-food sector for a safe and healthy diet 

The aim is to meet the requirements of citizens for safe, healthy and affordable food, and to 

make food and feed processing and distribution more sustainable and the food sector more 

competitive. The activities shall focus on healthy and safe foods for all, informed consumer 

choices, and competitive food processing methods that use less resources and produce less 

byproducts, 

waste and green-house gases. 

 

(c) Unlocking the potential of aquatic living resources 

The aim is to sustainably exploit aquatic living resources to maximise social and economic 

benefits/returns from Europe's oceans and seas. The activities shall focus on an optimal 

contribution to secure food supplies by developing sustainable and environmentally friendly 

fisheries and competitive European aquaculture in the context of the global economy and on 

boosting marine innovation through biotechnology to fuel smart "blue" growth. 

 

(d) Sustainable and competitive bio-based industries 

The aim is the promotion of low carbon, resource efficient, sustainable and competitive 

European bio-based industries. The activities shall focus on fostering the bio-economy by 

transforming conventional industrial processes and products into bio-based resource and 

energy efficient ones, the development of integrated biorefineries, utilising biomass from 

primary production, biowaste and bio-based industry by-products, and opening new markets 

through supporting standardisation, regulatory and demonstration/field trial activities and 

others, while taking into account the implication of the bio-economy on land use and land use 

changes. 
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